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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the specification has spelling 
mistakes such as on page 4 line 18 the word communicatio should be communication. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract contains legal 
terminology such as said, mean. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the specification does not have 

headings. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required so that it is clearly 
define the invention to which the claims are directed. Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 8 line 10 a master 
was identified however on line 13 a mater is second time identified. Need to clarify. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claim 10 objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 10 is a method claim 
therefore the word "step" should be included in each step of claim 10. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claim 1, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al) in view of Yamana (US 2002/0184387 Al) 

9. As per claim 1 , AAPA teaches a communication network comprising a plurality of 
devices, each equipped with a device operating circuit, a communication interface for receiving 
command signals, a control circuit coupled between the device operating circuit and the 
communication interface for controlhng the operation of the device operating circuit part in 
dependency of said command signals, a control unit for generating control signals to control the 
operation of the devices, a master for receiving the control signals and for generating command 
signals and transferring the command signals to the communication interfaces of the devices 
(AAPA page 1 para 1-7). 

10. AAPA does not teach master and the communication network comprises activating 
means for activating one of the masters and for activating another master in ease the active 

master fails. 

1 1 . Yamaya teaches master (col 1 para 3 line 1) and the communication network (col 1 para 1 
line 3) comprises activating means (col 1 par 4 line 1-2) for activating one of the masters and for 
activating another master(col 1 para 9 line 1-7) in ease the active master fails (col 1 para 4 line 8-13). 

12. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching of Yamaya into AAPA since AAPA suggests 
master in general and Yamaya suggests the beneficial use of the activating means method such 
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as activate the next master (Yanaya col 1 para 4 line 12-13) when the current master fails in the 
analogous art of master. 

13. As per claim 1 0, AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network 
comprising a plurality of devices, each equipped with a device operating circuit, a 
communication interface for receiving command signals, a control circuit coupled between the 
device operating circuit and the communication interface for controlling the operation of the 
device operating circuit part in dependency of said command signals, a control unit for 
generating control signals to control the operation of the devices, a master for receiving the 
control signals and for generating command signals and transferring the command signals to the 
communication interfaces of the devices, characterized by equipping each device with a master 
and activating one of the master and activating another master in case the active master fails 
(discussed above with respect to claim 1). 

14. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al)in view of Yamaya as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Petite 
(US 7103511 B2). 

15. As per claim 2, AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network as in 
claim 1 (see claim 1 rejection). 

16. AAPA further teaches control iinit (AAPA page 1 para 6). AAPA does not teach 
wireless remote control unit. 

17. Petite teaches wireless remote control unit Petite (abstract para line 5-8). 

18. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in wireless remote control unit of Petite into 
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AAPA and Yamaya since AAPA and Yamaya suggests control unit in general and Petite 
suggests the beneficial use of the wireless remote control unit method such as to transmit and/or 
receive data remotely (Petite col 2 line 55-58) in the analogous art of control unit. 

19. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al)in view of Yamaya as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Petite 
(US 7103511 B2). 

20. As per claim 3, AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network as in claim 1 
(see claim 1 rejection) 

21 . AAPA further teaches master (AAPA page 1 para 7). AAPA does not teach transceiver 
for wireless communication. 

Petite teaches transceiver for wireless communication Petite (col 2 line 39-43). 

22. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in transceiver for wireless communication of 
Petite into AAPA and Yamaya since AAPA and Yamaya suggests mater in general and Petite 
suggest the beneficial use of the transceiver for wireless contmiunication method such to transmit 
and /or receive data remotely (Petite col 2 line 55-58) in the analogous art of control unit. 

23. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al)in view of Yamaya as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Van 
Der Veen (US 2001/0020831 Al). 

24. As per claim 4 AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network as in claim 1 
(see claim 1 rejection) 

25. AAPA further teaches device operating circuit (col 1 para 9 line 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,836 Page 6 

Art Unit: 4145 

26. AAPA does not teach a ballast circuit for operating a lamp. 

27. Van Der Veen teaches ballast circuit for operating a lamp Van Der Veen (abstract para 
linel-3). 

28. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in ballast circuit for operating a lamp of Van Der 
Veen into AAPA and Yamaya since AAPA and Yamaya suggests devices in general and Van 
Der Veen suggests the beneficial use of operating a lamp method such as to maintain constant 
current (Van Der Veen col 2 para 25 mentioned figl line 24-25) in the analogous art of operating 
a lamp. 

29. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al)in view of Yamaya as applied to claim 1 and 4 above and fiirther in view of 
Van Der Veen (US 2001/0020831 Al). 

30. As per claim 5, AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network as in 
claim 4 (see claim 4 rejection). 

3 1 . AAPA further teaches device (AAPA page 1 para 9 line 3-5). AAPA does not teach 
luminaire. 

32. Van Der Veen teaches luminaire (Van Der Veen page 1 para 9 linel-7). 

33. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in luminaire of Van Der Veen into AAPA and 
Yamaya since AAPA and Yamaya suggests devices in general and Van Der Veen suggests the 
beneficial use of the luminaire method such as to use a switching device containing a 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,836 Page? 
Art Unit: 4145 

microprocess which can control the brightness of the luminous flux (col 1, para 9) in the 
analogous art of luminaire. 

34. Claim 6, 7, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA (US 
2006/0203714 Al)in view of Yamaya as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Ohno 
(US 4697187). 

35 . As per claim 6, AAPA in view of Yamaya teaches the communication network as in 
claim 1 (see claim 1 rejection). 

36. AAPA further teaches master (AAPA page 1 para 9 line 9-12). AAPA does not teach 
beacon means for transmitting periodical signals when it is active and with detecting means for 
detecting the periodical signals transmitted by an active master. 

37. Ohno teaches beacon means for transmitting periodical signals (col 1 line 52-col 2 line 6) 
when it is active (col 3 line 32-33) and with detecting means (col 3 line 33-35) for detecting the 

periodical signals (col 4 line 48-53). 

38. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching Ohno into AAPA and Yamaya since AAPA 
suggests master in general and Ohno suggest the beneficial use of beacon means such as to 

transmit warning signals to the master so that signal is regulated in closed loop and can be 
maintained constant (col 1, line 25-30) in the analogous art of warning signal. 

39. As per claim 7, AAPA in view of Yamaya and Ohno teach the communication network 
as in claim 6 (see claim 6 rejection). 
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40. Further, Yamaya teaches timer circuit (col 3 para 49 line 5- col 4 line 9) for timing the 
time lapse (col 4 para 49 line 6-9) during which the periodical signal is absent(col 4 para 5 1 line 
7-11). 

4 1 . AAP A in view of Yamaya does not teach detecting means . 

42. Ohno teaches detecting means (col 3 line 33-35). 

43. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching of Ohno into AAPA and Yamaya since AAPA 
and Yamaya suggests timer in general and Ohno suggests the beneficial use of detecting timer by 
detecting beacon such as to detect failure signal and also to maintain constant signal in the 
analogous art of communication. 

44. As per claim 8, AAPA in view of Yamaya and Ohno teach the communication network 
as in claim 6 (see claim 6 rejection). 

45. AAPA, Yamaya and Ohno further teach master (AAPA page 1 para 9 line 9-12). AAPA 
does not teach means for activating itself in case the active master fails. 

46. Yamaya teaches means for activating itself in case the active master fails Yamaya (col 1 
para 4 line 1-13). 

47. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in next master self activated of Yamaya into 
AAPA since AAPA suggests master in general and Yamaya suggests the beneficial use of self 
activating when there is failure signals (col 1 para 4 line 1-13) in the network in the analogous art 
of master. 
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48. As per claim 9, AAPA in view of Yamaya and Ohno teach the communication network 
as in claim 7 (see claim 7 rejection). 

49. AAPA does not teach mean for activating itself become active when the time lapse 
during which the periodical signal is absent is longer than a predetermined time lapse. 

50. Yamaya teaches the means for activating itself become active (col 1 para 3 line 9-13) 
when the time lapse during which the periodical signal is absent (col 4 para 5 1 line 6-8) is longer 
than a predetermined time lapse (col 4 para 51 line 2-5). 

5 1 . Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the 
invention was made to implement the teaching in signal is being absent of Yamaya into AAPA 
since AAPA and Yamaya suggests communication in general and Yamaya suggests the 
beneficial use of time elapse is longer than predetermined (col 4 para 5 1 line 2-5) in the 
analogous art of communication. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the examiner 
should be directed to DIEM DANG whose telephone number is (571)270-5635. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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52. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pankaj Kumar can be reached on 571-272-301 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

53 . Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Diem Dang 
/Pankaj Kumar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4145 



